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CHALLENGE SOCCER - AN OVERVIEW 
 
 
Introduction 
The NCYSA Challenge Program and the NCYSA Challenge Council were created at the June 1995 Annual General 
Meeting by a vote of the general membership of the NCYSA.  The challenge program is under the direction of the 
Challenge Council, chaired by the Vice President of Challenge, which is also a voting position on the NCYSA 
Executive Board.   
 
The Challenge Council meets quarterly and is made up of representatives from each challenge association that is a 
current member of the NCYSA.  The NCYSA Challenge Council may address issues and rules that relate to Challenge 
Soccer and the Challenge State Cup only.  Any rule or issue that would affect the NCYSA full membership (challenge, 
classic, & recreation) will be addressed and voted on by the Board of Directors.  Challenge Council Representatives 
are your representatives.  If anyone has an issue, rule, or policy they want addressed, they should contact their 
association’s representative with their input or concern. 
 
By USYS and USSF standards, the NCYSA Challenge program is a competitive level of play, because tryouts are 
conducted to form teams.  Challenge teams travel throughout the state of North Carolina; however, travel is usually 
limited to a smaller radius than the Classic level.  The NCYSA Challenge program allows for players developing 
beyond the Recreation level to play at a more competitive level with modified travel time to and from games.  The 
Challenge program is available for U10 to U19 age groups. All Challenge Teams must be a member of a currently 
registered association that is in good standing with the NCYSA.  
 
Philosophy of Training/Competition 
While the NCYSA does not dictate how an association should “run their program”, a concise guideline of what is 
expected of your association’s players, parents, coaches, spectators, etc. is strongly encouraged.  It is also suggested 
that you establish training and development guidelines. 
 
It is well known that children’s learning abilities are different at different ages, so age-appropriate training is an 
important step in both the developments of your players, as well as your teams.  Young children who “sit the bench” 
because this is Challenge soccer are not only NOT going to develop, we may lose those children from the sport 
altogether.  Because children develop at different rates, the “bench player” at 11 years old may be the starter at 14, if 
he/she is given the chance. 
 
All coaches are encouraged to attend coaching schools that are offered by the NCYSA, including FREE youth 
modules.  The duration of courses varies from two days to one week long (youth modules are one day). Call the state 
office for more information on our coaching schools and youth modules, or visit the Education section. 
 
 
 
Voting at Challenge Council 
The Challenge Council (as previously written) is made up of representatives of associations with Challenge teams.  
When the above-mentioned information is sent to your association, some of that information will be in the form of 
proposals to be voted on at Council meetings.  The Council will set the policy YOU will play by; therefore, it is 
extremely important that you express your opinions on information/proposals sent out to your President or Challenge 
Representative/Liaison so that they may vote your association’s wishes at the Council Meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/Education/education home.shtml�
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Challenge Council Meetings are conducted by the VP of Challenge with the following guidelines: 
• Establishment of a quorum- attendance must be 10% of the total number of currently registered NCYSA 

Challenge Associations 
• Voting will be based on the number of registered Challenge Players from each member association:                       

1-225 Challenge Players 1 Vote 
226-450 Challenge Players 2 Votes 
Over 451 Challenge Players 3 Votes 

• A Challenge Council Representative may hold a maximum of four proxies from associations not in attendance 
(four includes their own association)  

 

 

HOW TO BEGIN THE CHALLENGE EXPERIENCE 
 
The Challenge Association 
Before a team can form, they must belong to an association that offers Challenge level soccer.  Teams are not allowed 
to participate without local affiliation.  Try-outs, team formation, etc. must be under the policies and procedures of the 
member association.  When the situation arises where a team is dissatisfied with their current local association, serious 
discussion and/or negotiation should take place between the team and the local association to resolve differences. 
 
A ruling was passed at the Board of Directors Meeting on December 1998 – Any association seeking new membership 
affiliation with the NCYSA must comply with the 60/40 rule.  This rule states that new associations must have or shall 
have a ratio of sixty percent (60%) of their registered player base as Recreation players.  In order to add the Challenge 
or Classic levels of play, approval must be granted by NCYSA. 

PLAYING THE SEASON 
 
USYS/NCYSA Seasonal Year 
The soccer seasonal year operates from September 1 to August 31 of each year.  Your player passes, team roster, and 
medical release forms are valid between these dates. 
 
League Play 
All Challenge matches are scheduled by your local scheduling league and NOT by NCYSA. A scheduling league is 
any group of associations that have bound together for league play that does inter/intra scheduling of NCYSA 
challenge teams, and are members of NCYSA. Examples: Triad Challenge League (TCL) and Eastern Carolina Soccer 
Association (ECSA). Any new applications for formation of any new scheduling leagues should follow guidelines for 
new membership of NCYSA.   
 
Before forming a team, it is very important that you check with your local scheduling league as to the availability of 
accommodating your team in their scheduled league play. Once a team is selected on a try-out basis, they CANNOT 
become a Recreation team, therefore it is IMPERATIVE that a team is cleared to play in a Challenge Scheduling 
League. Further information regarding Challenge scheduling leagues may be viewed on the NCYSA website here. 
 
For a team to participate in a NCYSA sanctioned Challenge scheduling league, said team must be registered with 
NCYSA as a challenge team. (Challenge Council 6/3/06) 
 
ALL OUT OF STATE TEAMS PARTICIPATING IN THE NCYSA CHALLENGE LEAGUE MUST REGISTER IN 
NORTH CAROLINA AND HAVE NORTH CAROLINA ROSTERS AND PLAYING PASSES (Challenge Council 
11/3/03) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/Challenge/sanctioned challenge league info.shtml�
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Age Divisions (2009-2010 Seasonal Year) 
NCYSA currently offers Challenge competition for both men and women in the U10 through U19 age groups. 
Effective Fall 2005, the minimum age for players to participate in Challenge soccer must be that of a true U8 player. 
(Challenge Council 2/5/05) 

Age  Born between    
Under 19 8/1/90 – 7/31/91     
Under 18 8/1/91 – 7/31/92 
Under 17 8/1/92 – 7/31/93 
Under 16 8/1/93 – 7/31/94 
Under 15 8/1/94 – 7/31/95 
Under 14 8/1/95 – 7/31/96 
Under 13 8/1/96 – 7/31/97 
Under 12 8/1/97 – 7/31/98 
Under 11              8/1/98 – 7/31/99 
*Under 10            8/1/99 – 7/31/00 
*Note: The minimum age for players to participate in Challenge soccer must be that of a true U8 player. (Challenge 
Council 2/5/05) 
 
U-18 Challenge Play Procedures 
(Proposal adopted on 8/12/06 at the Challenge Council Meeting) 
U-18 Challenge Division Team makeup: 
“A” Team: U-18 teams - all players are U-18 only age appropriate and are eligible to play U-18 Challenge League 
Play and State Cup series. 
“B” Team: U-18 with U-19 supplemental roster – Are registered U-18 challenge teams with players who are either U-
18 age appropriate OR are U-19’s who are enrolled in High School of the current school year and are eligible to play 
in U-18 Challenge League play only. 
Eligibility for State Cup:   
“A” Team – Current U-18 roster is valid for Challenge State Cup eligibility in their age bracket. 
“B” Team – Use of the U-18 Roster and the U-19 Supplemental Roster will be ineligible for play in the U-18 age 
bracket of Challenge State Cup unless the supplemental roster is not used.  The U-18 teams using the U-19 
supplemental roster can register for state cup in the U-19 division if that division is available. 
The intention of the Challenge Council was to follow the Classic Council in allowing U-19 players still enrolled in 
High School of the current school year to play within the NCYSA Challenge Scheduling Leagues. 
In order to accomplish this, NCYSA has developed a list of procedures and explanations to address to the U-18  
challenge teams. 

1. At the time of registration a team will register as a U-18 team. (This is required because of the current 
limitations of registration software.)  

2. NCYSA U-18 Challenge teams will contain any combination of teams “A” and “B” listed above under U-18 
Challenge Division Team makeup.  

3. Any “A” team will register as a U-18 team and they would not be allowed to use U-19 players. 
4. Any “B” team will register as a U-18 team and they would be allowed to use U-18 and U-19 players, but U-

19 players for challenge league play only, not for state cup. 
5. U-19 players that are to play with a “B” team in challenge league play will be registered as U-19 challenge 

players and placed on a supplemental roster. 
6. Each supplemental roster will tie players to a specific team and those players will count against the maximum 

roster of 22. 
7. Players on a supplemental roster will have the team name designated to which they belong and listed as U-19 

on their player pass. 
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8. If a “B” team plans to apply to a tournament (your team is registered as a U-18 team in NC),   the U-19 
players may have to go as guest players and the team play in the tournament U-19 Division.  You should 
contact the tournament before applying to see whether they will accept the supplemental roster or require any 
other registration documentation. 

9. Coaches/Clubs are responsible for ensuring that players listed as U-19’s are enrolled in high school of the 
current school year. 

10. Players who are registered and play but are not eligible, per the previous point, will be treated as any other 
illegal player and violations will be referred to the D&A committee. 

 
 
 

Field Recommendations (see below for small sided field dimensions) 
The field must be rectangular.  The length should always exceed the width. 
For all teams playing 11v11 (U13 – U19 for 2005-2006 seasonal years and beyond): 
 
Length: minimum 100 yd Width: minimum 50 yd 
 maximum 120 yd Width: maximum 100 yd 
 
All soccer goals owned or used by any association affiliated with NCYSA must be anchored or secured to the ground 
in an approved manner so they will not tip over.  The safety of the goal will be judged by the referee before each 
match. 
 
 
Small Sided Game Information 
Please visit the NCYSA Small Sided Games Information Center for detailed explanations of small-sided games rules 
and NCYSA exceptions. 
 
The following information is for the 2005-2006 seasonal year and future seasonal years (ALL Recreation, Challenge 
and Classic levels of play): 
U10 Maximum Roster – 12 Playing 6v6 Field Dimensions - 50 yd long x 40 yd wide* 
U11 Maximum Roster – 14 Playing 8v8 Field Dimensions - 70 yd long x 50 yd wide* 
U12  Maximum Roster – 14 Playing 8v8 Field Dimensions - 70 yd long x 50 yd wide* 
*Field Dimensions are recommended based on USYS. Minimum and Maximum mandates can be found on NCYSA 
website 
 
There will be NO OFFSIDE for any U10 Challenge League Play and U10 State Festival Cup series 
play.   This is a NCYSA statewide rule.  (adopted Challenge Council 6/9/2007) 
 
 
Time Periods and Ball Sizes 
The following times will be used in the various age divisions.  Ball sizes are also listed below. 
 
Age Division  Minutes/Half  Halftime Ball Size 
U19, 18, 17  45 minutes*  15 min*  5 
U16, 15   40 minutes*  15 min*  5 
U14, 13   35 minutes*  15 min*  5 
U12, 11,    30 minutes*  15 min*  4 
U10    25 minutes*    5 min*  4 
*This is the maximum allowed by FIFA.  Most half times will be approximately five (5) minutes in duration. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/Small_Sided/small_sided_home.shtml�
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Items Needed For Game Day (Items 1-8 are required by NCYSA) 
There are a number of items that the team, players and coach need at game time.  Listed below are those items. 
 
1.  PLAYER PASSES AND MATCH ROSTER/NO PASS=NO PLAY.  Referees must check ALL player passes 
before each game.  NO PASS=NO PLAY.   According to FIFA rules, the "wait time" is 15 minutes for delay of 
match.  Failure to have your player passes within this time frame will result in forfeiting your matches.  Failure 
to have passes for an individual(s) or improper passes (no picture, not signed, etc.) will result in that/those 
individual(s) NOT PLAYING until the pass (es) are corrected. .   The Council wants each association to educate 
their coaches, managers and players of this rule. No exceptions will be allowed.  (Clarification Challenge Council 
6/9/2007) 
NCYSA Official Match Rosters list all the players’ numbers and pass numbers for the referee’s use. All teams must 
get a NEW NCYSA Official Match Roster from their Registrar and make copies, to avoid giving away their official 
red-stamped roster (view a sample match roster). 
 
2.  OFFICIAL NCYSA TEAM ROSTER.   Team rosters that are red stamped, dated, and signed by a certified 
NCYSA registrar should not be given to anyone (rosters with addresses and phone numbers).  Only the match rosters 
should be given out. 
 
3.  MEDICAL RELEASE FORMS.  Even though these forms are not checked, it is important that you    have them 
at the field.  In case of injury, these forms are usually required by a hospital to expedite treatment of the injured player 
(especially if the player’s parents are not available). 
 
4.  TWO JERSEYS.  In case of color conflict, the HOME team (home team is the team listed first on the schedule) 
changes jerseys. Each team and their spectators will occupy one side of the field (the home team chooses their side of 
the field).   If this is not possible, then opposite ends of the same sideline (midfield being the separating line).  The 
area between the goal line and the penalty box (eighteen-yard line) must remain free of spectators, coaches and 
players. 
  
5.  GAME BALL.  It is the responsibility of the home team to provide a game ball.  However, both 
teams should have an adequate “back up” in case of an errant kick that loses the game ball. 

 
6.  FIELDS.  Fields should be properly lined, with spectator restraining lines.  Goals must be  anchored before play 
can begin.  TEAMS SHOULD KEEP SOME TYPE OF ANCHORING DEVICE IN A CAR TRUNK in case of un-
anchored goals.  Fields should also have corner flags.  Nets should be secure.  TEAMS SHOULD ALSO CARRY 
SOME TYPE OF TAPE OR TIES TO ASSIST IN SECURING NETS should they become unfastened during play. 
 
7.  SHIN GUARDS.  It is an NCYSA requirement that shin guards be worn by ALL players. 
 
8.  MEDICAL KIT.  Band-Aids, ace bandage, ice pack or baggie for ice, scissors, bee sting relief, etc. should be 
included. 
Other suggestions: extra shoe laces; a ball pump w/needle; a trash bag for cups, tape, etc.; extra shin guards; tape for 
numbering jerseys (if a jersey is forgotten or lost); players should actually have extra jerseys; and a city map of the 
area that you are traveling into. 
 

Standings 
NCYSA does not track Challenge standings. Standings (if kept by your scheduling league) will be posted on the 
scheduling league websites. Seeding for the Challenge State Cup is based on your season/league standings as provided 
to NCYSA by your scheduling league. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/Classic/05_fall_sample_match_roster.pdf�
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Referees and Referee Assignors - Associations are obligated to begin certifying referees and forming their own 
referee pools.  This is especially important if the teams that are sponsored are “older” teams, as this is where NCYSA 
experiences shortages.  It is the responsibility of your association to send a person to the 
Referee Assignor Certification Class. The assignor classes are usually held in January or February at the NCYSA State 
office.  Certification is good for one year. Each Challenge Association must have a Certified Referee Assignor to book 
its Challenge matches. 
If your association has NO referee program, then you are required to find a Certified Referee Assignor (from 
another area) that will book your home matches. 
 
Only Referees who are Grade 8 or above are to be used for center and linemen for all Challenge matches.  
(Clarification Challenge Council 6/9/2007) 
 
Referee Fees 
 
No league or playing association may pay referee fees higher than the following rates established by the NCYSA 
Board of Directors. The following statewide mandatory referee fees for youth matches were adopted by the Board of 
Directors at the February 13, 2005 Annual General Meeting and are effective Fall of 2005:  
 
 

 Referee Assistant Referees Game Total Per Team 
U17 and up $44 $29 $102 $51 
U15 - U16 $38 $23 $84 $42 
U13 - U14 $32 $21 $74 $37 
U12 and down 
U10 one man 

$28 
$28 

$15 
- 

$58 
$28 

$29 
$14 

 
Scheduling Leagues, using one referee, as approved by NCYSA Challenge Council, will pay the referee $28 per 
match.  SL’s choosing to continue to use the 3-man system at U10 will pay up to the maximum as indicated above for 
U11-U12. (passed AGM – January 2008) 
 
No league or playing association may pay referee fees higher than these established rates for referee services for the 
designated division and competition level. 
 
No tournament may pay referee fees higher than these established rates for referee services for the designated division 
and competition level, unless authorized in writing prior to the sanctioning of the tournament by NCYSA after 
consultation with NCSRA. 
 
The Classic League rates are mandatory for all state league games and the Challenge and Recreation rates are 
guidelines but represent a maximum cap.  Local playing groups may set lower rates for payment. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER: Only Referees who are Grade 8 or above are to be used for center and linemen for all 
Challenge matches.  (Clarification Challenge Council 6/9/2007) 
Challenge State Cup requires a 3-man referee system, while within Challenge league play, either a 1 or 3-man referee 
system can be used (Challenge Council 2/5/05). Officials ARE NOT ALLOWED to run a two-man system (two 
center officials with no linesman). If only two officials show up for your match, then they receive THEIR appropriate 
fees: one center fee and one linesman fee, and an unpaid club linesman are used. If only one official shows up for your 
match, then he/she is paid the center’s fee PLUS one linesman fee, and two unpaid club linesman are used. 
 
Referee Payment 
Check with your local association for policy regarding referee payment. Referee fees are listed above. 
 
Dissemination of Information 
Your association must have a President and should have a Challenge Representative/Liaison.  The representative acts 
as a liaison between the State Office and your teams.  This is especially helpful if your association has multiple levels 
of play (Classic and/or Rec.).  The information that comes from the State Office needs to be viewed by everyone in 
your association.  It is NCYSA’s responsibility to get this information to your association, and your association’s 
responsibility to get it to their member teams. (See page 10 for the NCYSA staff directory). 
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Updating Information and Discipline and Appeals Manual 
NCYSA Association Presidents and NCYSA Challenge Liaisons, if you have any changes in your email address or 
other information, please make sure to contact Rachel Jones, rachel@ncsoccer.org , as soon as possible. 
 
NCYSA strongly suggests team managers to download a copy of the Challenge Handbook and the Discipline and 
Appeals manual.  Both of these can be found online at www.ncsoccer.org.   
 
 
High School U15-U18 Small-Sided Challenge Division 
(Passed at the December 9, 2008 Challenge Council meeting)  
Challenge Council passed a proposal for to adopt optional small sided play for male and female U15 through U18.  No 
age separation.  These teams will be refereed to as the High School “HS” Division.  Rules of Play, field size options 
and equipment, referee information and fees, and registration requirements are list below. 
 

 
Recommendation for High School U15-U18  

(S/S) Challenge Division Playing Rules 
Modified 8v8 

 
TEAMS WILL BE FORMED BY COMBINING U15-U18 AGE GROUPS. 

NCYSA recommended modifications to the FIFA Laws of the Game. 

FIFA Laws of The Game can be found at www.fifa.com  

Law I-The Field: Dimensions: The field of play shall be rectangular, its length being not more than 80 yards nor 
less than 70 yards and its width not more than 55 yards or less than 45 yards. The length in all cases shall exceed the 
width.  NCYSA Recommendation: 8v8 Length: 80 yards Width: 50 yards   

Markings:   Distinctive lines not more than (5) inches wide. A halfway line shall be marked out across the field. A 
center circle with an eight (8) yard radius. Four corner arcs each with a three (3) foot radius.  

Goal area: six (6) yards from each goal post and six (6) yards into the field of play joined by a line drawn parallel with 
the goal line.  

Penalty area: fourteen (14) yards from each goal post and fourteen (14) yards into the field of play joined by a line 
drawn parallel with the goal line. 

Penalty Spot: eight (8) yards out from center of goal line.  

Goals: Six (6) feet high and eighteen feet wide up to Seven (7) feet high and twenty-one (21) feet wide.  

Law II-The Ball: Size five (5)  

Law III-Number of Players: Maximum number of players on the field at any one time is: 8v8: eight (8) including 
the goalkeeper.   

Substitutions: Prior to throw-in, in your favor; Prior to a goal, kick, by either team; After a goal, by either team; After 
an injury, by either team, when the referee stops the play; At half-time.   Maximum roster size would be 14 players and 
the minimum to begin a match would be 6 players. 

mailto:rachel@ncsoccer.org�
http://www.ncsoccer.org/�
http://www.fifa.com/�
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Law IV-Players Equipment: Conform to FIFA.     

Law V-The Referee: Currently certified referee.  

Law VI-Assistant Referee: Use of “club” linesmen permitted.  

Law VII-Duration of the Game: The game shall be divided into two (2) equal halves of thirty-five (35) minutes 
each. There shall be a half-time break of five (5) minutes.  

Law VIII-The Start of Play: Conform to FIFA, with the following exception: Opponent must be eight (8) yards 
from the center mark while kick-off is in progress.  

Law IX-Ball in and Out of Play: Conform to FIFA. 

Law X-Method of Scoring: Conform to FIFA. 

Law XI-Off-Side: Conform to FIFA  

Law XII-Fouls and Misconduct: Conform to FIFA  

Law XIII-Free Kicks: Conform to FIFA with the following exception: Opponents must be eight (8) yards away 
before kick is allowed.  

Law XIV-Penalty Kicks: Conform to FIFA with the following exception: Opponents must be eight (8) yards away 
before kick is allowed.  

Law XV-Throw-In: Conform to FIFA  

Law XVI-Goal Kick: Conform to FIFA  

Law XVII-Corner Kick: Conform to FIFA with the following exception: Opponents must be eight (8) yards away 
from the ball.  

 
HIGH SCHOOL SMALL SIDED CHALLENGE TEAMS 

Referee Requirements and Referee Fees:  
A 3-man system is required for HS matches. (Use of a two-man system is illegal.)   
Fees:  Based on U15-U16 Challenge fees (time vs. age).   
Center Referee:  $38 
AR:  $23 
 
Registration: 
 
1.  All teams would be registered in the U18 age group (age range of U15-U18). 
2.  Prefix designation:  HS   
     The teams would be named:  (Ex: HS BSC Black; HS CASL White) as space permitted (25 characters). 
3.  The player’s birth date will be printed on the card.   This would allow any members of the HS team to     guest play 

for any other regular team that is the age appropriate. 
4.  All HS player’s cards would be NON-CUP cards. 
5.   Minimum number on Roster – 7 players (Same) 
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6.   Maximum on Roster – 14 
7.   Player Movement – Same as current policy set in the Registrar’s Manual. 
8.   Multi-rostering – Same rules as current policy dictated by the player’s scheduling league of which they are 
assigned. A player cannot be rostered to two HS teams. 
9.   Registration Fees – Same as current Challenge Fees:  $22 ($17 registration + $5 insurance) 
10. HS teams can play both seasons.  No limitations. 
 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT All associations are required to complete the risk management application (RMA).  This 
includes all team coaches, managers, and other officials on rosters.  Team rosters and passes will not be released from 
NCYSA until the RMA is completed.  For any questions regarding risk management, please contact your association’s 
risk management liaison. 
 
CERTIFIED REGISTRAR Challenge players and teams must register through a “Certified NCYSA Registrar”.  
Each association is responsible for providing a certified registrar by sending one or more persons to a Registrar 
Certification Workshop.  These workshops are held during the summer in various locations around North Carolina.  
You may contact the NCYSA State Office or check the NCYSA website, for more details concerning time and 
locations. 
 
The Certified Registrar is an agent of NCYSA and will be the person that submits all paperwork to NCYSA for 
your team’s rosters and player passes.   
 
PLAYER REGISTRATION-Players must register with their local association through their Certified Registrar.  
Your registrar has the appropriate forms available.  It is the registrar who maintains contact with the State Office.  
Teams failing to register in a timely manner run the risk of not having their passes/rosters when needed.  No 
registration will be processed until payment and all paperwork is received into NCYSA 

 
Contact your local registrar for:  Player registration 
                                                         Transfers 
                                                         Add/Drop a player or coach 
                                                         Multi-roster of players 
                                                         Team Rosters 
                                                         Guest Players/Interstate Permission for Guest Players or any additional       
                                                          forms needed to register a player to a team 
 
                                                     
PERMISSION TO TRAVEL- Only the NCYSA State Office can approve a permission to travel. 
Any team wishing to play in a USYS sanctioned event outside of North Carolina must fill out the Permission to Travel 
form and submit it to the NCYSA State Office for approval. Out of state play shall include tournaments, scrimmages, 
“friendlies”, or league play in another state. In order for a team to receive permission to travel out of state they must 
submit their request thirty (30) days prior to leaving the state. 
 
Please contact Val O’Keeffe val@ncsoccer.org for Permission to Travel instructions, guidelines and appropriate 
forms. 
 
International Travel – (Playing outside of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia)  
Please contact Val O’Keeffe for instructions, guidelines and appropriate forms at val@ncsoccer.org  
 
 
 
 
NCYSA DISCIPLINE AND APPEALS - NCYSA publishes a “Discipline and Appeals Manual” yearly.  This 
manual addresses the NCYSA Code of Conduct, NCYSA appeals procedures, recruitment, and suggested discipline 
actions.   The Discipline and Appeals Manual can be downloaded from the website (www.ncsoccer.org) and is located 
under the ADMINISTRATIVE tab. 
 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/�
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Recruiting 
Recruitment of a player is defined as any effort to induce a registered player of any team under the jurisdiction of this 
association to transfer from his/her team to a new team.  Recruiting is any action or statement, made by any team 
official, as defined, either verbally or in writing that encourages or entices a player to register with a particular coach, 
team, club and/or organization.  Recruitment of players by coaches or team officials, officers or representatives is 
prohibited with the defined exceptions: 
 
A. Any recruitment of players U14 and younger is prohibited and illegal.  There is no acceptable window of time 

where the recruitment of players is allowed.  The time period between the first Monday after the USYS State Cup 
until June 30 is not an acceptable recruiting window for U14 and younger age groups. 

B. Recruitment of all boy players U15 and older will only be allowed between the first Monday after USYS State 
Cup Finals, until June 30.  If the team the player is being recruited from is involved in the USYSA Regional 
Tournament or National Tournament in which an additional three weeks will be added to the recruitment time.  
After June 30 (or the additional three (3) week period due to USYSA Competition), recruitment is prohibited and 
illegal.  If a team going to Regionals is actively recruiting or is involved with the try-out process any team can 
recruit their players. 

C. Recruitment of all girl players U15 and older will only be allowed between January 1st and June 30th.  If the team 
the player is being recruited from is involved in the USYSA Regional Tournament or National Tournament in 
which an additional three weeks will be added to the recruitment time.  After June 30 (or the additional three (3) 
week period due to USYSA Competition), recruitment is prohibited and illegal.  If a team going to Regionals is 
actively recruiting or is involved with the try-out process any team can recruit their players. 

 

 Guidelines for Recruiting 
 
1. Team officials include parents and players 
 
2. Definition of any effort to induce will include but shall not be limited by the following: 

a. A player participating in any type of unauthorized practice or tryout with a team other than the one the player 
is currently registered.  This restriction will not apply for a player who freely chooses to tryout for another 
team during the time period including the first Monday after the USYS State Cup until June 30th.  (Older girls 
from Jan. 1st to June 30th)  

b. An offer or promise of college scholarships, free uniforms, discounted team fees, and/or negative statements, 
which could affect the decision of a player regarding choice of teams.  

c. Guest players must have a signed authorization from their current team coach to participate in practices, 
scrimmages, camps, or games with another team.  The coach of the team, in which the guest player is playing, 
is responsible for the proper completion of this form or risk being found guilty of recruiting. (See Guidelines 
for Guest Players below) 

 
 
Guidelines for Guest Players 
A “guest player roster” must be completed and signed by the player’s coach and the coach of the guest team. (Guest 
Rosters are available from the state office, our website, or your local registrar).  The dates the player is “on loan” must 
be indicated on this roster, which would include any practice dates. The RELEASING registrar must stamp and sign 
the roster.  (Passed by the NCYSA BOD 6/6/99) The current form was revised on 6/1/04. 
 
There should be no unreasonable refusal from the host team for a player to be a guest player.  Refusal should be on the 
grounds of:  

a. Conflicting games/tournaments 
b. Training sessions that immediately prepare for games or tournaments (including State Cups) 
c. The player is recovering from an injury. 

 
 
Use mature judgment.   If you are scrimmaging, just to scrimmage and a player has the opportunity to play in a 
tournament, then weigh the benefits to that player.   However, if you are scrimmaging and going to your own 
tournament the next week, then a player's obligation may be that of staying and preparing with their own team.  

http://www.ncsoccer.org/Administration/Forms/05 06 GuestRoster.pdf�
http://www.ncsoccer.org/Administration/Forms/05 06 GuestRoster.pdf�


August 2009 13

 
Your team is going to a tournament, what do you need to take? 
Whenever a team attends a tournament the following items should ALWAYS accompany the team: 

1. Red-stamped team roster to be examined by any official 
2. Permission to Travel (outside of NC only)-refer to NCYSA website for PTT form and instructions. 
3. Laminated Player Passes 
4. Medical Release Forms 
5. Red stamped Match Rosters 
6. Birth Certificates (optional but many tournaments may require them) 
       ……………and anything else the tournament may require. 
 

 

NCYSA STATE CUP SERIES 
PLEASE SEE THE STATE CUP PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL CURRENT STATE CUP INFORMATION OR 
CONTACT THE STATE CUP ADMINISTRATOR. 
NCYSA currently sponsors three state cup series that Challenge teams may consider for entry: the Challenge State 
Cup, the Director’s Cup, and the USYS State Cup. YOU MAY APPLY TO ONE OF THE ABOVE CUPS. All three 
cups are hosted by local associations that “bid” for the right to bring that particular leg of the series to their local 
associations.  Please contact the state office for more information on hosting a state cup series. 
 
Each state cup event has specific guidelines for eligibility; however the following guidelines are true for all three cups: 

1. No player or team may participate in more than ONE NCYSA state cup series event.  Your team may apply 
to only one state cup tournament. 

2. No Guest Players                                               
3. All transfers must be initiated, completed, and postmarked no less than thirty (30) days in advance of cup 

play 
4. Each cup series is subject to a roster freeze. 
5. Each cup series presents trophy awards to the individual players and a team trophy to the finalist  
        and champion. 

 
 
 
The Challenge State Cup- 
The NCYSA Challenge State Cup has been in existence since the spring of 1996. This cup is open to U13 to U19 
Challenge teams that are members of an association, and have played a regular season with a NCYSA sanctioned 
Challenge Scheduling League.  Regular season defined for U14 and below as Fall and Spring, and for U15 and above 
Fall only for women, Spring only for men. Requests for exceptions to this rule may be considered on a team-by-team 
basis. The basis for exception ordinarily shall be geographic (i.e. teams located in the far eastern or western parts of 
the state that do not have a reasonably convenient scheduling option). The U15 to U19 Women‘s Challenge State Cup 
is currently held in conjunction with the U15-U18 Women’s USYS State Cup, which is held in the Fall of each year.  
The U13 to U14 women and U13 to U19 men’s Challenge State Cup are currently held in the spring.  The Challenge 
Cup is open to Challenge teams only.  This cup typically involves two weekends of play: a preliminary weekend and a 
final weekend.  There are no play-in matches.  Seeding for the Challenge State Cup is based on your season/league 
standings as provided to the NCYSA by your scheduling league. 
 
The U10, U11, and U12 age brackets will play in a State Festival (similar to the U11/U12 Classic Teams.)  Please 
see the STATE CUP website for more information.  (Challenge Council 6/9/2007) 
 
Please note: No rostered Classic players will be allowed to participate in Challenge State Cup (Challenge Council 
11/21/04). 
 
Kepner President’s Cup 
The Kepner Director’s Cup is named after long time President, Robert Kepner and his family.  Bob has contributed 
much to NCYSA soccer and the naming of this tournament was to honor that contribution.  The Kepner Director’s 
Cup is the former “B” Classic State Cup and is held in the spring (U15-U18 girls play in the fall).  This Cup is open to 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/State Cups/cup main.shtml�
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all First and Second Division Classic teams (NO Premier teams will be accepted), Challenge teams, and Recreation 
teams. All Classic teams will be selected first, and then Challenge and Recreation teams will be allowed in on an as-
needed basis only to fill out divisions. Winners of these competitions in the U14 to U18 age divisions will advance to 
Regional and National Director’s Cup competition against other “B-level” State Champion teams. 
 
Divisions consist of (if applications support) both men’s and women’s U13 to U19 age divisions. 
 
The NCYSA USYS State Cup 
The NCYSA USYS State Cup is a USYS National Championship Tournament.  This Cup is open to any U11 to U19 
Classic, Challenge, or Recreation team (generally Classic Premier).  The U14 to U19 USYS State Cup Champions will 
represent North Carolina in the Region III Competition; which in turn leads to the USYS National Championship 
Tournament.  Since brackets for this tournament only support teams of 4, 8, 12, and 16, play-in matches may be 
necessary.  If play-in matches are necessary, then this tournament could involve three weekends of play (play-ins, 
preliminary play, and final play). This Cup plays down to a “final four” and those teams advance to the Finals 
Weekend. 
 
The U15-U18 Women’s NCYSA USYS State Cup takes place in the Fall 
The U13-U14, & U19 Women and the U13-U19 Men’s NCYSA USYS State Cup takes place in the Spring. 
 
 
Seeding is as follows: 
 
1. Premiere teams are seeded, in order of their standing 
2. First Division teams are seeded, in order of their standing 
3. Second Division teams are seeded, in order of their standing 
4. Challenge and Recreation teams will be seeded last 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POLICY ON CHALLENGE SCHEDULING LEAGUES 

ADOPTED: 3/28/04 NCYSA Challenge Council 
 
The Challenge Council has adopted the following Policy for Challenge scheduling leagues. It is applicable to 
applications for admission as an NCYSA associate (scheduling league) member and to the continuing recognition of 
those associate members currently approved as Challenge scheduling leagues. This Policy is effective as of March 28, 
2004. 
 
1. Except as provided in item 2, all scheduling leagues must be associate members of NCYSA. No scheduling league 
may register players or sponsor its own teams. 
 
2. Each existing affiliate member which schedules Challenge matches only for teams composed wholly of players 
registered with such affiliate member (and identified as its registered players for all purposes) shall continue to be 
recognized as a Challenge scheduling league (i.e. grandfathered) for so long as it satisfies the conditions in this 
sentence. Items 1, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 11 shall not be applicable to such grandfathered scheduling leagues. 
 
3. All teams participating in Challenge scheduling leagues must be teams of affiliate (or provisional affiliate) members 
of NCYSA in good standing. 
 
4. For a team to participate in a NCYSA sanctioned Challenge Scheduling League, said team must be registered with 
NCYSA as a challenge team. (This policy was adopted by Challenge Council on 6/3/06). 
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5. All players who are members of teams participating in Challenge scheduling leagues must be registered with an 
NCYSA affiliate member and NCYSA. 
 
6. All scheduling leagues must comply with NCYSA rules governing non-profit status. 
 
7. All scheduling leagues shall be awarded a defined geographic area subject to their jurisdiction. Any NCYSA 
affiliate member who has been authorized to offer the Challenge level of play may participate as a member of a 
Challenge scheduling league only of the league having jurisdiction over the area in which it is located. In the event 
such an affiliate member has field locations in more than one such geographic area, it will be deemed to be located in 
the area wherein the majority of its registered Challenge players resided during the most recently completed season 
(or, if it did not have a Challenge program during such season, a majority of its registered Recreation players). A 
scheduling league may impose minimal additional requirements that are applied to all prospective members. Such 
requirements must be fair and equitable and must have a specified purpose which is directly applicable to the 
fulfillment of the league’s purpose and/or preservation of its financial stability. A provision for the posting of a 
reasonable member or team performance bond, that a member have a minimum of three participating teams, or that all 
head coaches of a member achieve a coaching license status reasonably related to the Challenge level of play are 
examples of reasonable additional requirements. 
8. Each member association of a scheduling league shall have one vote on all matters submitted to a vote of the 
members, and each member shall be entitled to elect one member of the Board of Directors. Each member of the 
Board of Directors shall have one vote on all matters submitted to a vote of the Board. No person who is not a director 
elected by a member shall serve as a director. 
 
9. All officers of a scheduling league shall be persons who are then serving as directors of the league. 
 
10. Each scheduling league shall properly account for revenues received and expenses incurred by it, and shall make 
its financial records available to its members. Within 90 days following the end of each of its fiscal years, each 
scheduling league shall provide annual financial statements to each club that was a member of the league during such 
fiscal year. 

 
11. Each scheduling league shall have fair and equitable procedures for resolution of disputes and grievances between 
it and any of its members and between or among its members, in each case relating to scheduling league matters. Each 

scheduling league shall be subject to NCYSA’s discipline and appeal rules and procedures. 
 
12. Each scheduling league shall adopt and continue to maintain by-laws implementing each of the foregoing items. 
 
13. In addition to the above requirements, the Challenge Council recommends that each scheduling league provide for 
annual rotation of its President and Vice Presidents (with the intent that representatives of all members have 
opportunities to serve in such roles) and, if it has an Executive Committee, for annual rotation of the membership of 
such Committee. 
 
The Challenge Council, acting in conjunction with the Membership Committee of NCYSA, shall establish the 
geographic area awarded to each scheduling league as its area of jurisdiction. The Challenge Council acknowledges 
that the Recreation Council may establish Recreation Regions that may be congruent with the geographic areas of 
jurisdiction of Challenge scheduling leagues. In such event, the two Councils shall confer and evaluate the usefulness 
of making Recreation Regions and such areas of jurisdiction congruent and of Challenge scheduling leagues also 
providing scheduling services for inter-association Recreation play. Any such initiatives shall be subject to review and 
approval by NCYSA. 
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POLICY ON CHALLENGE SCHEDULING LEAGUES 
ADDENDUM #1 

8/14/06 
SCHEDULING LEAGUES 

Mission: 
 

• An NCYSA Sanctioned Scheduling League will be an extension of the North Carolina Youth Soccer 
Association. 

• Centralized scheduling for the group of associations 
• Member associations have a forum in place for dealing with problems, concerns, and dissemination of 

information - VOTE 
• Combine member association resources to promote, educate, develop players – COACHING CLINICS, 

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT CLINICS, LEAGUE TOURNAMENTS, and FUNDRAISING, (Funds to be 
used for the standard day today operation of the league. Disbursement of funds to be approved by the 
League’s Board of Directors.) 

 
 
 
Membership of Scheduling Leagues would insure: 
 

• That all participants (teams/players) being scheduled are registered and in good standing – THE 
SCHEDULING LEAGUE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO SCHEDULE TEAMS TO PLAY THAT ARE NOT 
REGISTERED MEMBERS (This has happened without the knowledge of the member association) 

• That a format would be in place for dealing with issues that impact more than one association. (IF A TEAM 
FROM EACHASSOCIATION HAS A PROBLEM IN A MATCH IT WOULD GUARANTEE 
EQUITABLE TREATMENT FOR BOTHTEAMS – RULES SET BY THE MEMBER SCHEDULING 
LEAGUE) 

• Member associations would know that the “affiliated” league would be held accountable to function under 
USSF, USYSA,NCYSA bylaws, rules and guidelines 

• That only certified referees would be used for matches (MEMBERS WOULD BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE) 
• D & A issues would be reported to the proper member association for action 
• Would allow the member league to set standards for sanctioning players/teams/officials – if not a member, 

the individual associations may choose not to adhere giving the member scheduling league the right to 
address the issue with NCYSA. 

• A set of bylaws and rules for governing would be submitted to NCYSA therefore giving the league required 
procedures for operation…THIS WOULD REQUIRE THE MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS TO SIT DOWN 
AND COME TO AGREEMENT ON THE LEAGUE’S OPERATION, GIVING THE MEMBER 
ASSOCIATION RECOURSE IF PROCEDURES ARE NOT BEING FOLLOWED. 

• Receive all NCYSA correspondence helping the league to adhere to regulations and to disseminate 
information more efficiently. THE MEMBER LEAGUE WOULD BE “IN THE KNOW” ABOUT WHAT IS 
HAPPENING AND WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND COUNCIL MEETINGS (Would 
not have a vote) 

• Ability to Host NCYSA Sanctioned Tournaments as a League. 
 
Associate Membership: 
 
1. Associate Membership may be extended to any group, association, club, or person 
 
Requesting such membership and who is active in promoting and fostering the purpose of the NCYSA. Associate 
members may attend regular or special meetings of the NCYSA Board of Directors, but may not introduce nor vote on 
any business before the NCYSA. 
 
1. A scheduling league would fall under the Associate Membership category. A league is made up of NCYSA member 
Associations. 
2. A $250 fee is required for Associate Membership. 
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POLICY ON CHALLENGE SCHEDULING LEAGUES 
ADDENDUM #2 

8/14/06 CHALLENGE SCHEDULING LEAGUES 
Guidelines for Team Placement 

 
 

North Carolina is divided into 7 geographical areas representing the 7 NCYSA sanctioned Challenge Scheduling 
Leagues (“LEAGUE”). The Members for each LEAGUE come from the NCYSA Member Associations located within 
said geographical boundary, which are sanctioned for Challenge level of play. 
 
Each Member Association and its teams must play in the LEAGUE established for the geographical boundary in 
which the member association is domiciled. New members and existing Level 1, Recreation members adding Level 2, 
Challenge are not allowed to choose the LEAGUE they wish to participate in. Exceptions to this requirement are rare. 
 
A team requesting to play in a LEAGUE other than their own must complete the following steps before consideration: 
 
1. Advise the local association to which they are registered/held try-outs, of their request. The local association must 
support the team’s request. If the local association does not support the request, it will not be granted. 
 
2. Their association representative must contact their designated LEAGUE and explain the reason for the request, and 
must garner the support of the LEAGUE for their request and provide in writing to the Vice President of Challenge. If 
the LEAGUE does not support the request it will not be granted. 
 
3. Their association representative must garner the support of the LEAGUE said team wishes to participate in and 
provide approval in writing to the Vice President of Challenge. If this LEAGUE does not support the request, it will 
not be granted. 
 
 
Reasonable Request: Teams formed in a specific age group, but are not supported by their LEAGUE with a division 
in said age group may petition the NCYSA Vice President of Challenge to allow said team to participate in a 
LEAGUE that does support the age group. These requests are typically granted. Reasons such as length of travel and 
quality of POLICY ON CHALLENGE SCHEDULING LEAGUES competition are generally not considered as viable 
reasons to grant exceptions to the guideline. 
 
Decisions of the Vice President of Challenge can be appealed to the Challenge Council at the next scheduled meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 

If permission is granted: 
A team playing in a LEAGUE other than their own must play under the banner of a host association which is a 
member of the LEAGUE which said team wishes to participate in. The host will be responsible for, but not limited to, 
scheduling of league games, providing officials, any applicable fees, and D&A issues. Said team must play their home 
games on the fields of their host. Said team must adhere to all rules, policies, and guidelines of the LEAGUE in which 
they are participating. 
 
It is the opinion of Challenge Council that all teams should participate in their designated 
LEAGUE if at all possible. All steps should be taken by all parties involved to make this happen. A request for an 
exception to the guideline should be a last resort. 
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NCYSA Associations with Challenge programs, listed by Scheduling League**: 
Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) *Affiliate member www.caslnc.com  
Capital Area Soccer League (CASL) – Raleigh www.caslnc.com  
 
Charlotte Area Youth Soccer League (CHYSL) www.caysl.org  
Charlotte Soccer Academy (CSA) – Charlotte www.charlottesocceracademy.com   
Charlotte United Futbol Club (CUFC) – Charlotte www.charlotteunited.com   
FC Carolina Alliance (FCCA) – Concord www.fccasoccer.org  
Gaston United Soccer Club (GUSC) – Gastonia www.gastonunitedsoccer.org   
Greater Cleveland County Soccer Association (GCCSA) – Shelby www.gccsasoccer.com  
Iredell County Recreation Department (ICRD) – Statesville www.icysa.com  
Lake Norman Soccer Club (LNSC) – Mooresville www.lakenormansoccer.com   
Mecklenberg United Futbol Club (MUFC) – Matthews www.matthewssoccerclub.com   
North Mecklenburg Youth Soccer Association (NMYSA) – Davidson, Cornelius, Huntersville www.northmecksoccer.org   
Steele Creek Athletic Association/Northside (SCAA) – South Charlotte/Fort Mill, SC www.scaasports.com  
Soccer Council of Waxhaw (SCOW) – Waxhaw www.waxhawsoccer.org  
Stanly County Youth Soccer Association (SCYSA) – Albemarle - no website available  
Strikers of Gaston County Soccer Association (SGCSA) – Gastonia www.leaguelineup.com/sgcsa  
Wesley Chapel Weddington Athletic Association (WCWAA) – Waxhaw www.wcwaa.org   
Western United Soccer Club (WUSC) – Charlotte www.wuscsoccer.org  
 
Down East Soccer Club (DESC) www.downeastsoccer.com  
New Bern Area Soccer Association (NBASA) – New Bern www.nbasa.com  
Pitt-Greenville Soccer Association (PGSA) – Greenville www.pgsasoccer.com   
Roanoke Valley Youth Soccer Association (RVYSA) – Roanoke Rapids www.rvysa.org  
Rocky Mount Area Youth Soccer Association (RMAYSA) – Rocky Mount www.rockymountsoccer.com  
Wilson Youth Soccer Association (WYSA) – Wilson www.wilsonyouthsoccer.com   
 
Eastern Carolina Soccer Association (ECSA) www.ecsa-nc.com  
Cape Fear Youth Soccer Association (CFYSA) – Wilmington www.capefearsoccer.com  
Dixon Soccer Club (DSC) – Dixon http://eteamz.active.com/dixon.soccer/   
East Duplin Soccer Club (EDSC) – Beulaville www.edsc-nc.com   
Havelock Soccer Association (HVSA) – Havelock www.havelocksoccer.com   
Jacksonville Area Soccer Association (JASA) – Jacksonville www.jasa-nc.com   
New Bern Area Soccer Association (NBASA) – New Bern www.nbasa.com  
Pitt-Greenville Soccer Association (PGSA) – Greenville www.pgsasoccer.com   
Piney Green Soccer Club (PGSC) – Piney Green/Jacksonville www.eteamz.com/sites/pgsc   
Richlands Soccer Club (RSC) – Richlands www.rsc-nc.com    
Sampson County Soccer Club (SCS) – Clinton www.sampsoncountysoccer.com 
Swansboro Soccer Association (SSA) – Swansboro/Jacksonville www.ssa-nc.com  
Summersill Soccer Club (SSC) – Jacksonville www.summersillsoccer.org 
Seashore Soccer League (SSL) – Moorehead City www.ssl-nc.com  
Southport/Oak Island Youth Soccer (SOIYS)-Southport/Oak Island www.southportsoccer.org 
Southwest Soccer Club (SWSC) – Jacksonville www.swsc-nc.com   

 
Mid State Soccer League (MSSL) www.midstatesoccer.org  
Carolina Soccer Club (CRSC) – Clayton www.CRSCNC.com   
Chatham Soccer League (CSL) – Pittsboro www.chathamsoccerleague.org  
East Wake Soccer Association (EWSA) – Knightdale www.eastwakesoccer.org   
Fayetteville Soccer Club (FSC) – Fayetteville www.faysoccerclub.com   
Fuquay-Varina Athletic Association (FVAA) – Fuquay-Varina www.fvaa.org  
Greater Cleveland Athletic Association (GCAA) - Clayton www.gcaasoccer.com  
Johnston United Soccer Association (JUSA) – Clayton www.jusasoccer.org    
Lumber River Soccer Association (LRSA) – Lumberton - no website available 
Neuse River Youth Soccer Association (NRYSA) – Goldsboro www.nrysa.org   
Oxford Youth Soccer Association (OYSA) – Oxford/Creedmoor www.oxfordsoccer.com  
Sanford Area Soccer League (SASL) – Sanford www.sasl.net   
Scotland Youth Soccer Association (SYSA) – Laurinburg - no website available 
Sandhills Celtic Soccer Club (SCSCL) – Southern Pines www.sandhillssoccer.com  
Triangle Futbol Club (TFC) – Hillsborough www.trianglefc.org    
Triangle United Soccer Association (TUSA) Durham/Chapel Hill www.triangleunited.org  
Triangle Y Soccer Club (TYSC) – Holly Springs www.triangleysoccer.org    
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Triad Challenge League (TCL) www.tclsoccer.com    
Burlington Soccer Club (BSC) Burlington www.bscsoccer.org  
Caswell Youth Soccer Association (CYSA) – Yanceyville - no website available 
Central Carolina Soccer Club (CCSC) – Asheboro www.ccscsoccer.com 
Davidson County United Soccer Association (DCUSA) – Lexington - www.dcusa.org 
Greensboro Youth Soccer Association (GYSA) – Greensboro www.greensborosoccer.org   
Guilford United Futbol Club (GUFC) - McLeansville www.gu-fc.org  
Guil-Rand Youth Soccer Association (GRYSA) – Trinity/Archdale www.grysa.org    
Iredell County Recreation Department (ICRD) – Statesville www.icysa.com   
Jamestown Youth League (JYL) – Jamestown www.jylsports.com   
Kernersville Soccer Association (KSA) – Kernersville www.ksasoccer.com   
Mebane Youth Soccer Association (MYSA)-Mebane http://mebanesoccer.us  
North Davidson Soccer League (NDSL) – Lexington www.ndsoccer.com   
Northern Triad Soccer Club (NTSC) – Tobaccoville www.ntsoccerclub.com  
Piedmont Triad Futbol Club – (PTFC) – High Point www.piedmonttriadfc.org  
Piedmont Soccer Alliance (PSA) – High Point www.psastars.com 
Stars and Stripes Soccer League, Inc. (SASSL) – Elkin - no website available 
Team Alliance Soccer Club (TASC) – Clemmons/Winston-Salem www.tascsoccer.com  
Twin City Youth Soccer Association (TCYSA) – Winston-Salem www.twincitysoccer.com  
United Rockingham Youth Soccer Association (URYSA) – Reidsville- no website available   
Wings of Wilkes Soccer Club (WOW) – Wilkesboro www.wingsofwilkes.net  
Yadkin County Soccer Boosters Club (YCSBC) – Yadkinville www.yadkinsoccer.com   
 
Western North Carolina Challenge League (WNCCL) www.wnccl.org 
Asheville Buncombe Youth Soccer Association (ABYSA) – Ashville www.abysa.org  
Avery County Youth Soccer Association – (ACYSA) - no website available 
Burke Soccer Association (BSA) – Hickory/Morganton – www.burkesablues.org 
Carolina Mountains Soccer Club (CMSC) – Waynesville www.carolinamtnsoccer.org 
Catawba Valley Youth Soccer Association (CVYSA) – Hickory www.cvysa.org    
High Country Soccer Association (HCSA) – Boone www.hcavalanche.org    
Henderson County Soccer Association (HSA) – Hendersonville www.hendersoncountysoccer.com   
Jackson County Soccer Association (JCSA) – Cullowhee - no website available 
Lenoir Youth Soccer Association (LYSA) – Lenoir www.lenoiryouthsoccer.com   
Macon County Soccer Club  (MCSC) – Franklin www.maconsoccer.net  
McDowell Youth Soccer Association (MDYSA) – Marion - no website available 
Rutherford County Soccer Association (RCSA) – Rutherfordton www.rcsoccer.org   
Transylvania Youth Soccer Association (TYSA) – Brevard www.tysa.us  
YMCA Of Catawba Valley Soccer Club (YCVSC) – Conover www.ycvsc.org   
  
Unaffiliated 
OBX – Outer Banks www.obxstorm.org  
 
 
**Please contact NCYSA office for “boundary information” for Challenge scheduling leagues. 
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NCYSA POLICY 
PARTICIPATION IN NCYSA PROGRAMS 

 
The Executive Board of NCYSA has promulgated this Policy in order to comply with Bylaws 212 

and 603 and Policy 212-1 of the United States Soccer Federation (“USSF”). This Policy shall be in effect 
for the period that NCYSA is an Organization Member of the USSF. 
 

A player, coach, trainer, manager, or administrator of an Organization (which shall mean a club, 
league, team, association or other group of persons that is not a member organization of NCYSA and that 
participates in amateur youth soccer activities) may apply to participate in NCYSA programs subject to the 
following conditions. 
 
A. Amateur Youth Soccer Players. 

1. The minimum number of amateur youth soccer players of an Organization 
(“Affiliate Players”) which may apply to participate in NCYSA programs during any Fall or Spring season 
shall be seventy-five (75). 
 

2. The Organization with which the Affiliate Players are registered must: 
 

(a) register all of its youth players with an Organization Member of the USSF; 
                                and 

 
(b) have at least sixty percent (60%) of its total number of registered youth 

                               players participating solely in recreation level programs at the time a 
                                registration application to participate in NCYSA is filed by one or more 
                               Affiliate Players with a member organization of NCYSA (with the 
                               determination of whether a program is a “recreational level” program 
                               being made under NCYSA’s definition of such term set forth in its 
                               Bylaws, Rules and/or Policies for application to NCYSA member 
                               organizations); and 
 

(c) File an application with NCYSA on the form provided by NCYSA. 
 

3. All Affiliate Players of an Organization who desire to participate in NCYSA programs must 
register as a member of the NCYSA member organization having the program level in which they desire to 
participate which is geographically the closest to the Organization. If such member organization of NCYSA 
is unable to accept such Affiliate Players (for example, because of insufficient field or referee capacity), 
then such Affiliate Players must register with the member organization of NCYSA which is geographically 
the next closest (and continuing in such fashion until there shall be a member organization able to accept 
such registrations). Geographic proximity shall be determined by NCYSA using the primary fields site of 
the Organization and the primary fields sites of NCYSA organization members. 
 

4. All Affiliate Players who desire to participate in the Challenge or Classic programs of the 
member organization of NCYSA accepting their registrations must participate in such member 
organization’s regular open tryouts for the applicable program. All such tryouts must be conducted by such 
NCYSA member organization and the Affiliate Players of the Organization shall be considered for bids 
together with the registered players of the NCYSA member organization (“Registered Players”) and other 
youth participating in such tryout. 
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  The Organization may make announcements to prospective Affiliate Players of the times and 

places of the tryouts of the NCYSA member organization. Each such announcement, whether made orally 
or in written form, shall clearly state the identity and affiliation of the member organization conducting the 
tryouts. Example: ABC Youth Soccer Club, a member of the North Carolina Youth Soccer Association, 
will conduct tryouts for [age group and level of play] at [place] on [dates and times] for the purpose of 
forming an [age group and level] team to participate in NCYSA’s [level of play] program. 
 

5. All Affiliate Players who are registered by a NCYSA member organization in a particular 
NCYSA program must wear uniforms that are the same (in terms of affiliation names) as the uniforms worn 
by the Registered Players of that member organization participating in that program. Example: if the 
Registered Players of a member organization have the NCYSA logo and/or the member association’s name 
on their uniforms, all Affiliate Players who are registered with the member organization must have the 
NCYSA logo and/or the member association’s name on their uniforms. 
 

6. In the event that a team formed by a member organization is composed solely of 
Affiliate Players (and no guarantee or promise of such team composition can be offered by NCYSA or any 
of its member organizations), the team’s name must reflect the name of the member organization (e.g. ABC 
Soccer Club Riptides, ABCSC Riptides, etc.) and the roster of such team be an official NCYSA roster 
reflecting the team’s membership in the member organization (e.g. ABC Soccer Club Riptides). All 
references to such team in connection with its NCYSA activities must use such team name. 
 

7. In the event a Challenge or Classic team of a member organization is composed solely of 
Affiliate Players, such team must play all of its home matches on the fields of such member organization. 
 

8. All NCYSA, applicable scheduling league and applicable member organization competition, 
team formation, recruiting, and other rules generally applicable to Registered Players shall be applicable to 
Affiliate Players.  

 
9. All Affiliate Players shall be subject to the disciplinary rules of the applicable member 

organization, any applicable scheduling league and NCYSA. All teams composed solely of Affiliate Players 
shall be subject to the team disciplinary rules of the applicable member association, any applicable 
scheduling league and NCYSA. 

 
10. A parent or legal guardian of each Affiliate Player must sign and return (or have the relevant 

member organization return) to NCYSA a Participation Letter with such Affiliate Player’s NCYSA 
registration documents. The Participation Letter shall explain the mechanics and effects of registration with 
the member organization and NCYSA. NCYSA shall provide a form of Participation Letters to relevant 
member organizations. 
 
B. Coaches, Trainers, Managers and Administrators. 

1. Coaches, trainers, managers and administrators of an Organization (“Affiliate Persons”) who 
desire to participate in NCYSA programs in connection with the participation of Affiliate Players may 
apply to NCYSA to do so. 
 

2. All Affiliate Persons of Organization who desire to participate in NCYSA programs must register 
as a member of the NCYSA member organization having the program level in which they desire to 
participate which is geographically the closest to the Organization. If such member organization of NCYSA 
is unable to accept such Affiliate Persons (for example, because additional coaches are not needed), then 
such Affiliate Persons must register with the member organization of NCYSA which is geographically the 
next closest (and continuing in such fashion until there shall be a member organization able to accept such 
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registrations). Geographic proximity shall be determined by NCYSA using the primary fields site of the 
Organization and the primary fields sites of NCYSA organization members. 
 

3. All Affiliate Persons must successfully comply with NCYSA’s Risk Management 
Program. 

 
4. All NCYSA, applicable scheduling league and applicable member association rules generally 

applicable to persons serving in the capacity of one or more classes of Affiliate Persons shall be applicable 
to Affiliate Persons serving in such capacity or capacities. 
 

5. All Affiliate Persons shall be subject to the disciplinary rules of the applicable member 
organization, any applicable scheduling league and NCYSA. 
 
C. Governing Body. 
Each Organization which has any Affiliate Players and/or Affiliate Persons registered with NCYSA and a 
member organization of NCYSA must identify a board or governing body of such Organization which (a) 
will address all administrative issues arising from the participation of such Affiliate Players and/or Affiliate 
Persons in NCYSA programs, (b) will be responsible for ensuring compliance by such Affiliate Players and 
Affiliate Persons with the rules of NCYSA, its scheduling leagues and/or its member organizations, and (c) 
will be responsible for enforcing disciplinary rulings of NCYSA, its scheduling leagues and/or its member 
organizations which are applicable to the participation of such Affiliate Players and/or Affiliate Persons in 
programs of the Organization. 
 
D. Referee. 
All matches occurring in NCYSA programs involving one or more Affiliate Players shall be subject to all 
referee and referee assignor requirements under the rules of the applicable member association, any 
applicable scheduling league and NCYSA. 
 
E. Financial Accountability and Transparency. 
As a condition of the acceptance of the registration or other participation of an Affiliate Player or Affiliate 
Person with or in the programs of NCYSA, NCYSA may require the applicable Organization to disclose in 
written form to such Affiliate Player or Affiliate Person the recipients of any funds paid by such Affiliate 
Player or Affiliate Person to such Organization. For example, if Affiliate Player X pays $1,000 to the 
Organization, the Organization shall disclose the amounts of such funds paid to coaches of the team of 
which the Affiliate Player is a member, to trainers of such team, to the Organization, to Organization 
Members of the USSF, to NCYSA, to a member organization of NCYSA, etc. 
 
F. Sufficient Evidentiary Material. 
NCYSA may require an Organization, its Affiliate Players and/or its Affiliate Persons to provide in written 
form such evidence as NCYSA may reasonably deem necessary or useful to determine whether such 
Organization, Affiliate Player and/or Affiliate Person has satisfied the conditions set forth herein applicable 
to it, him or her. 
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How to Contact NCYSA: 
 
2009-2010 NCYSA Executive Board Directory 
 
President 
Keith Price    
Mailing Address:  1408 McCuiston Dr , Burlington, NC 27215  kprice@triad.rr.com  
 
Executive Vice President 
Steve Halstead  (W) 336-770-2862    steve.halstead@gmacinsurance.com  
Mailing Address:  3736 Vandalia Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27104  
 
Secretary 
Jillian Gibson  (W) 336-369-0900    secretary@ncsoccer.org 
Mailing Address:  1501 Highwoods Blvd., Suite 400, Greensboro, NC  27410 
 
Treasurer        
Bill Polk    (W) 336-271-3708    wpolk@spc-cpa.com   
Mailing Address:  52 Southwind Rd – Greensboro, NC 27455    
 
Vice President Challenge 
Jim Hoffer   (H) 252-638-8169    soccer4@suddenlink.net 
Mailing Address:  2400 Oakview Drive, New Bern, NC  28562 
 
Vice President Classic 
Scotty Maddox   
Mailing Address:  81 Forest Lake Drive, Asheville, NC  28803  ncysaclassicvp@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President Recreation 
June Tutterrow  (W) 704-878-3104  
Mailing Address:  498 Riverhill Road, Statesville, NC  28625  jtutterrow@co.iredell.nc.us   
 
Vice President Tournament and Travel 
Jeff Thomas  (O) 704-733-1012     
Mailing Address:  2016 Hartwicke Place – Charlotte, NC  28270 jhthomas68@gmail.com 
 
Vice President State Select 
Art Rex   (H) 828-264-1343      rexab@appstate.edu  
Mailing Address:    778 Pineview Drive – Boone, NC  28607      
 
State Youth Referee Administrator (SYRA)      Appointed  
  
Paul James  Voice Mail: 866-677-8429 x29       Fax: 866-718-9744 
Mailing Address:     201 Brambleton Court – Winston-Salem, NC 27106 SYRANC@triad.rr.com 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
State Registrar         Appointed 
Jane Llewellyn  (H) 704-541-8313   
Mailing Address:  4714 Quail Canyon Drive—Charlotte, NC  28226 bllewellyn@aol.com 

mailto:steve.halstead@gmacinsurance.com�
mailto:wpolk@spc-cpa.com�
mailto:ncysaclassicvp@hotmail.com�
mailto:jtutterrow@co.iredell.nc.us�
mailto:rexab@appstate.edu�
mailto:SYRANC@triad.rr.com�
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Discipline & Appeals Chair       Appointed  

Bill Sweeney  (H) 336-766-9934 Fax 336-856.0204 
Mailing Address:  2000 Ashburn Lane – Clemmons, NC 27012  williamjpsweeney@gmail.com  
 
Region III Premier League       Appointed 
Jeff Thomas  (C) 704-564.0796     
Mailing Address:  2016 Hartwicke Place – Charlotte, NC  28270 jhthomas68@gmail.com 
 
 
NC Youth Soccer STAFF & STATE OFFICE INFORMATION 
 
NCYSA Office:  Main Line    336-856-7529  Fax    336-856-0204  
 Mailing address: PO Box 29308 – Greensboro, NC 27429 
 Shipping address:  136 Manley Avenue – Greensboro, NC  27407 
 Website:  www.ncsoccer.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – 11:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. / Tuesday – Friday – 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. / 
                        Sat. & Sun. – Closed 
 
Executive Director Kathy Robinson  336-856-7529  kathy@ncsoccer.org 
 
Deputy Director  Mark Moore  336-856-7529  website@ncsoccer.org 
   Website management, Newsletter, Soccer Show, State Cup Schedules 
 
Technical Director Bill Furjanic  336-856-7529  coach@ncsoccer.org 
   Coaching Clinics, Player Clinics, Education, Lending Library, State Select/ODP 
   U10 Academy 
 
Asst.Technical Direc. Sari Rose  336-856-7529  sari@ncsoccer.org 
   Assists duties/job responsibilities of the Technical Director 
 
Asst Director ODP & Val O’Keeffe  336-856-7529  stateselect@ncsoccer.org  
Permission to Travel    336-856-7529  val@ncsoccer.org 

ODP Admin. /Permission to Travel, International Permission to Travel,  
Administrator for tracking cards for the Classic Program    

 
Administrative Manager Rachel Jones  336-856-7529  rachel@ncsoccer.org 
   Risk Management, Association affiliation/renewal, Label requests/ 
                                           Team and Association Directories 
 
Asst. Director, Challenge Debbie Morton  336-856-7529  challenge@ncsoccer.org 
Asst. U10 Academy Administrator for Challenge program and Challenge Cup/Administrator for U10 Academy/ 
Program                             Administrator for Tournaments 
Asst. Tournaments  
 
Asst. Director, Classic Colby Morton  336-856-7529  classic@ncsoccer.org 
   Administrator for Classic program and Classic schedule 
 
Classic Assistant  Rachel Brubaker  336-856-7529  classic2@ncsoccer.org 
   Assistant Administrator for Classic Program 
 
Asst. Director, Recreation 
Asst Director D&A Ryan Scarborough 336-856-7529  ryan@ncsoccer.org 
State Cup Administrator Administrator for Recreation program, State Cup Tournaments/Top Soccer & Soccer Start/ 
   Administrator for D&A Process      

mailto:williamjpsweeney@gmail.com�
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mailto:stateselect@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:rachel@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:challenge@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:classic@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:ryan@ncsoccer.org�
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Asst. Directors  Judy Ennis  336-856-7529  judy@ncsoccer.org  
Registration  Susan Hartsell  336-856-7529  susan@ncsoccer.org 
   Karen Schroeder  336-856-7529  karen@ncsoccer.org 
   Cindy Lineback  336.856-7529  cindy@ncsoccer.org 

   
Membership &Insurance Dottie Worsham  336-856-7529  dottie@ncsoccer.org 
Asst. Risk Management Administrator for Membership, Insurance Processing – Player/Certificates of Insurance 

Assists in administration of Risk Management 
    
Receptionist  Betty Moore  336-856-7529   
 
 
 
North Carolina Adult Soccer Association (NCASA) - Staff – NC Soccer Office 
 
Main    336-856-0702  Fax    336-856-0204   Website:  www.ncsoccer.org/ncasa 
 Mailing address: PO Box 29308 – Greensboro, NC 27429 
 Shipping address:  136 Manley Avenue – Greensboro, NC  27407 
 
Director   Diego Muñoz  336-215-2381  ncasa@ncsoccer.org 
Assistant  Rachel Brubaker  336-215-8200  ncasa2@ncsoccer.org 
 
North Carolina Adult Soccer Association President (NCASA) 
Darius Ejlali  (H) 919-846-3927 
Mailing/Home: 8501 Tide Court, Raleigh, NC 27615                 ejlali@mindspring.com 
Website:    www.ncsoccer.org/ncasa 
 
North Carolina Soccer Referee Association (NCSRA) 
 
State Referee Administrator (SRA) 
John M. Bouda  Soccer Line 828-298-1665  Soccer Fax 828-298-1655 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 5838 – Asheville, NC  28813-5838  jmb@ioa.com  
 
State Youth Referee Administrator (SYRA)    
Paul James  Voice Mail: 866-677-8429 x29       Fax: 866-718-9744 
Mailing Address:     201 Brambleton Court – Winston-Salem, NC 27106 SYRANC@triad.rr.com 
 
State Referee Director of Instruction (SDI) 
Jim Carpenter  (H) 336-674-6422 Fax 336-674-2282 
Mailing Address:  4807 Edinborough Road – Greensboro, NC  27406 jimjac@infionline.net  
 
State Referee Director of Assessment (SDA) 
Pablo Ribadeneira (H) 910-347-5382  
Mailing Address:  100 Drayton Hall – Jacksonville, NC  28540  pribadeneira@ec.rr.com 
 
 
 
OTHER SOCCER CONTACTS: 
 
North Carolina Soccer Hall of Fame Chair    
Billy Joe Morgan  (H) 910-455-1337 (O) 910-989-1234   Fax 910-455-4068 
Mailing:  PO Drawer 700 – Jacksonville, NC  28541-0700  wjm@morganlaw-nc.com  
Website: http://www.ncsoccerhalloffame.com/ 
 

mailto:jeanne@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:judy@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:Dottie@ncsoccer.org�
http://www.ncsoccer.org/ncasa�
mailto:ncasa@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:ncasa2@ncsoccer.org�
mailto:ejlali@mindspring.com�
http://www.ncsoccer.org/ncasa�
mailto:jmb@ioa.com�
mailto:SYRANC@triad.rr.com�
mailto:pribadeneira@ec.rr.com�
mailto:wjm@morganlaw-nc.com�
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North Carolina Soccer Coaches Association President (NCSCA) 
Doug Kidd  (W) 910-326-4300     douglas.kidd@onslow.k12.nc.us 
   
Mailing Address:  Swansboro High School – 161 Queens Creek Road, Swansboro, NC 28584 
 
National Contacts 
USYSA (United State Youth Soccer Association) 
Website   www.usyouthsoccer.org                    nationaloffice@youthsoccer.org 
Contact Information: Office 1-800-4-SOCCER or 972-334-9300  Fax 972-334-9960 
 
USSF (United States Soccer Federation) 
Website   www.ussoccer.com 
Contact Information: Office 312-808-1300    Fax 312-808-1301 
 

US Soccer Foundation 
Website   www.ussoccerfoundation.com 
Watch this site for grant information – a number of our member associations have received grants from this 
Foundation. 
 
 
 
All current NCYSA information can be found on the website; including State Cup information and deadlines, NCYSA 
administrative forms, NCYSA Association member information, coaching education information, and the Discipline 
and Appeals manual.  
 
Mail can be directed to: NCYSA - PO Box 29308 - Greensboro NC 27429 
Physical address: NCYSA - 136 Manley Avenue - Greensboro NC 27407 
 
Various soccer resources are available through the NCYSA (pamphlets, books, videos…etc.) relating to various 
subjects (coaching, safety, rules…etc). Please contact our office for more information. 
 

 

mailto:douglas.kidd@onslow.k12.nc.us�
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