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For the year 2024 NCSRA, the North Carolina Soccer Referee Association, had 2856 referees complete initial registration with NCSRA, up from the 2438 who completed for 2023.  This is an increase of 418 from the total completing for 2023 and slightly greater than the pre-pandemic numbers.  Of the 2856 referees who initially completed a registration, 2305 successfully completed all requirements and were uploaded to USSF as certified referees for the 2024 year, an increase of 200 over the 2023 number of 2105.  
The raw statistics for 2024 are:
Returning Referee Registrations completed 1568 (1141 for 2023)
New Ref Registrations for 2024 = 1311 (895 for 2023)
New Ref Outreach Registrations for 2024 = 141 (88 for 2023)
Total 2024 Registrations to date:  2856 (2438 for 2023)
Total 2025 Referee Registrations to date: 1857 (of which 756 are new)
Total Referees certified for 2025 to date: 1375
518 Referees still in presently process of 2025 certification
Referees currently licensed for 2025 in USSF Learning Center 1375, approximately 22 refs more than at this time last year. 

NCSRA has continued with an agreement with uniform and equipment supplier Capelli to provide referee uniforms and other apparel for NCSRA officials.  Capelli equipment purchased through the NCSRA on line Capelli store is significantly lower in cost than retail. This store may be accessed through the NCSRA website.

For anyone interested in becoming a referee there is a direct link on the NCSRA website to all information, procedures and requirements.  The website address is www.NCSRA.org.  Interested individuals may also email our office at NCSRA@ncsoccer.org or call the office at 336-763-1833.  For 2025 NCSRA has continued to employ Area Referee Administrator Erick Varone as our registration/certification “Navigator” to assist anyone in completing certification.  We have also updated and streamlined our website with a new look and simpler format for accessing registration and certification requirements. 
This year all registration requirement clinics, including the Regional Referee Clinic, were again offered on line, allowing 24/7 access and hopefully reducing any delays in meeting additional certifications. We are also once again offering in person initial training to new referees, but this can also be done on line if they wish.
Our registration numbers are back to approximate pre-pandemic levels for 2025 registration at this time and they are improving.  Normally at this time we would have roughly 1500 referees qualified for the new year. Right now, we have approximately 1857 registered but slightly less than 1380 have qualified fully for 2025.  
To recruit additional referees NCSRA is still offering a cash bounty to referees who refer candidates who complete certification.  We have also provided brochures with a direct link QR code to our registration pages to all local associations and requested those be posted on websites.  NCYSA and NCASA have also posted them on their websites.
We also now offer the ability for clubs to sponsor referees by covering their initial registration and uniform through a direct bill process. Participating clubs can elect to cover the cost by recoupment for games worked or other means if they do not wish to out right subsidize the cost.  
Representatives of NCSRA will be attending a national meeting of all state referee associations in Atlanta at the beginning of March. 
A more informal meeting at the coaches’ convention in January in Chicago also took place and NCSRA staff were in attendance at that function as well.
The NCSRA Office and State assigning staff coordinated referee services for the NCASA Carolinas Cup in December 2024. We also assisted the Regional ODP tournament in January of this year.  The spring combined state cup and the fall women’s state cup were successfully provided officiating services for NCYSA.
The youth regional tournaments were successfully conducted, and referee services were provided.  NCASA elected not to fund referees for the USASA Regional Tournament, so none were sent.
2 NCSRA officials were selected to represent the South Region at the President’s Cup Nationals and 7 were selected to represent the South Region at the USYS Nationals.
Our uniform sponsor, Cappelli Sports, also sponsored NCSRA selected referee Eian Dockery to officiate in Denmark at the prestigious Dana Cup, along with Mark Kadlecik as a Referee Coach.  Eian had represented NCYSA and NCSRA at the USYS South Regionals and had been selected to attend the USYS Nationals as well but had already been committed to the Denmark trip.  He found the Denmark trip to be a fantastic experience. 

The Referee Services related awards for 2025 have been selected and the recipients will be recognized at the annual awards luncheon.  They are listed below:
 2025 NCSRA Assignor of the Year – Ed Guzowski

2025 NCSRA Jr Male ROY - Greyson Swaggler

2025 NCSRA Jr Female ROY - Riley Deal

2025 NCYSA Adult Male ROY - Sundararajan Sundararajan

2025 NCYSA Adult Female ROY – Amy Balbier

2025 NCYSA Paul M James Youth Female ROY - Benitha Isingizwe

2025 NCYSA Paul M James Youth Male ROY - Jackson  Cundall

2025 NCASA John M. Bouda Referee of the Year Michael-Jon Tehini


2025 NCSRA Jim Carpenter Distinguished Service – Paul Tax

NCSRA has an additional website for referee and public information.  The address is www.ncsra.org
NCSRA is governed by the State Referee Committee whose members are listed on our website, along with their contact information.  The Chairman of the SRC is Ken George. The NCSRA administrative staff consists of the State Referee Administrator/State Youth Referee Administrator Paul James, the State Director of Instruction Abbas Piran, the State Director of Assessment Ernie Fisher, the State Assignor Coordinator Cliff Clement, and 8 Area Referee Administrators. 
Marianne McDonald is our full time Administrative Assistant and staffs our Greensboro office.  ARA Erick Varone is also assisting NCSRA on full time basis at this time.  Jeremy Smith is presently contracted to maintain the NCSRA website.  These three individuals are presently responsible for the day to day functioning of NCSRA and its ministerial activities. 
If there are any questions regarding referee services, training, or other related matters, please feel free to contact me if those questions are not answered in this report. 

Sincerely,
Paul James
Paul James
State Referee Administrator
State Youth Referee Administrator
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