
  November 17, 2025 

Effective for the 26/27 Seasonal Year: 

Age Groups formation will be August 1st – July 31st

With the direction of U.S. Soccer, our national governing body, the organizations of US Youth Soccer, 

US Club and AYSO joined together and voted to move forward beginning with the 26/27 seasonal 

year with the age group formation of August 1st – July 31st.  The decision was based on critical 

feedback, data, and expert input to better align players with their school-grade peers.  The age group 

formation will apply to all competitions, National Championships, Presidents Cup and National 

League. 

As both a member of U.S. Soccer and US Youth Soccer, NCYSA supports the decision.  NCYSA 

stands ready to provide education and support to our member associations and their families as we 

make the switch from birth year to seasonal year, August 1st - July 31st, for the 2026/27 soccer season. 

We encourage communication between your families, players, club leadership, coaches and DOCs to 

ensure a seamless transition.   

For more information and player eligibility and age group info, contact Your Club Registrar. 

Additional resources are also available on the NCYSA website: www.ncsoccer.org/2026agegroups. 

Or call the NC Youth Soccer Office at 336-856-7529 and we will direct your call to the appropriate 

staff member. 

Our mission is to provide the best environment for North Carolina youth soccer players to grow and 

excel in soccer and in life.  Thank you for being part of the NCYSA family. 

 Yours in Soccer, 

       NC Youth Soccer Association 
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"Providing youth skills to be successful in life." 
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