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PART 1 

CLASSIC SOCCER - AN OVERVIEW 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The NCYSA Classic league, first introduced in the Spring of 1979, is a statewide league under the direction and 

administration of the Classic Director at the NCYSA State Office. 

 

NCYSA SUPPORT STAFF 

The NCYSA Staff is available to help you with any questions that you may have.  Staff duties change 

periodically, so if you need any assistance, please visit our website, www.ncsoccer.org. Scroll over ABOUT US, 

then select CONTACT US, for a Staff Directory with a listing of current staff members and their responsibilities. 

 

 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/
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PART 2 

THE CLASSIC EXPERIENCE AND MEMBER CLUB RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

CLASSIC MEMBER CLUB 

To participate in the Classic League, teams need to be affiliated with an NCYSA Member Club. If you are 

not currently affiliated with an NCYSA Member Club, please contact the New Membership department in 

our office to inquire about becoming a member.  

 

 

REFEREES 

NCYSA Member Clubs are obligated to certify referees and form their own referee pools.  It is the 

responsibility of your Member Club to send a person to the Referee Assignor Certification Class that is held 

each year.   

Each NCYSA Member Club must have a Certified Referee Assignor to assign referees for its Classic 

matches. Member Clubs and their referee assignor should create their working contract developing pay 

rate, time range for game cancellation and late assignments, etc.  

 

 

MEMBER CLUB FIELDS 

Member Clubs will secure fields to utilize for their league matches. These fields should be appropriately 

sized for the corresponding playing age group See U.S. PDI chart under Standards of Play in Part 3. 

• Member clubs must submit a certificate of liability to Keri Jones (keri@ncsoccer.org) for every 

complex where they have a playing field. If you are unsure if your complex has a certificate of 

liability or need to update one, please email her to confirm. 

• FIELDS MUST ALSO BE AVAILABLE FOR NEUTRAL SITE GAMES.   

• Artificial turf is acceptable for fields of play if the turf meets the FIFA regulations and insurance 

requirements for the playing season. 

NCYSA has the authority to move the remaining home field matches of a Member Club cancelling games on 

a consistent basis for reasons other than severe weather.  

 

 
OWNERSHIP OF DIVISIONAL SLOTS/STATUS OF TEAM 

For all teams determined by Promotion and Relegation, standings are based on the NC Classic League’s 

regular season.   

A team’s slot is “owned” by the local Member Club, regardless of returning players.  If a team leaves a 

Member Club to start a new one somewhere else, THE ORIGINAL MEMBER CLUB RETAINS THE DIVISIONAL 

SLOT. However, if not used, it must return the slot back to NCYSA, which will reassign it per the 

Promotion/Relegation rules. Merging Member Clubs retain their individual slots in their new formation.  

For example: If a team (a member of the ABC Member Club) finishes in third place in the First Division and 

decide they want to move to another Member (the XYZ Member Club), then they are considered a NEW 

team.  The ABC Member Club retains the third place slot in the First Division.  The team that moves to XYZ 

Member Club must, as all teams must, conduct open tryouts and submit an intent to play.  The moving 

team will be registered as a new team and will be placed in the second division (for ages U14 to U18).  If 

the new team is participating at an age where teams ‘self-select’ their level of play, the new team shall 

have the right of self-selection.   If the ABC Member Club cannot field a team for that slot, then that slot 

goes back to NCYSA. 
 

 

 

mailto:keri@ncsoccer.org
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                 STANDARDS OF PLAY 
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PART 3  

TEAM FORMATION – PRESEASON PREPARATION/INFO 
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      ROSTER SIZE GUIDELINES     U18 TEAMS & U19 PLAYERS 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   GAMES PER DAY BY PLAYER GUIDELINES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    CLASSIC LEAGUE PROGRAM (CLP) REGISTRATION  
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PLAYMETRICS GAME SCORING ASSISTANT TUTORIAL        
The PlayMetrics Game Scoring Assistant is the “game day” tool used to complete: 

Pre-game Check-In with Game Officials + Posting Scores and Infractions after game 

 
- Teams will utilize their game day photo rosters via the Game Card.  
There should be no reason that teams should not have access to their team’s official photo rosters, 

therefore it should no longer be a reason teams may previously be forced to forfeit.  

 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:71326b87-dcc9-4a4d-a05f-eb8702713902 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:71326b87-dcc9-4a4d-a05f-eb8702713902
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PART 4 

GAMES, SCHEDULING, AND STANDINGS 
 
Currently, teams create their own schedules with the teams in their division.  The following information is 

provided to assist teams in the scheduling process. 

 

 

NCYSA RULE 12 -- WHAT CONSTITUTES A MATCH?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**PLAYING AN INELIGIBLE/ILLEGAL PLAYER: If a player plays in a match and is not properly registered, is one 

of the players over the allotted 18 allowed for a game day roster (see 22 Player Roster Guidelines), OR is 

ineligible to participate in that match due to another reason, his/her team shall automatically forfeit that 

game.  

The team/player/coach may face further disciplinary action by their own Member Club and/or NCYSA 

depending on the nature of the violation. 

Please educate your coaches, managers and players of this rule.  
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           FORFEITS  
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SCHEDULING & STANDINGS 
 

Travel Guidelines in Scheduling: 
The nature of Classic play is being able to play soccer at the statewide level in order to experience a higher 

level of competition.  TRAVEL IS A PART OF THIS EXPERIENCE.  

 

Neutral fields may be scheduled for matches between teams that exceed a travel distance of 260 miles one 

way at no cost (NCYSA will cover neutral site cost). NCYSA will pay the “host” Member Clubs directly for these 

matches. 

 

Teams may still utilize “neutral fields” regardless of distance, but the cost for the field rental would be their 

responsibility.  

 

For matches where teams are responsible for the “neutral field” cost, the “host” Member Club will bill the 

participating teams directly and are responsible for collection of this fee.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NOTE: A team that does not play all of their matches, will have their percentage points calculated by taking their game 

points earned and dividing that number by the number of SCHEDULED matches for that team, not just the matches 

played.   

 

If there is a tie in PERCENTAGE POINTS between two teams in different divisions, the tie-breaking procedures for 

promotion/relegation will be decided by a match to be played within two weeks of State Cup finish at a 

neutral site decided by NCYSA or in a method determined by the VP of Competition if a playoff game is not 

feasible. Failure to play in a match scheduled results in a forfeit and forfeiting team must cover all expenses. 

This is done because there are no common matches between the divisions, so it is unfair to seed based solely 

on record. 
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       RESCHEDULING MATCHES 
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PART 5 

PLAYING THE MATCHES 
 

RAIN OUT AND WEATHER-RELATED CANCELLATIONS: 
Canceling games for severe weather is appropriate (lightning, player safety, etc.). We encourage teams to 

focus on the safety of the players and spectators when handling weather related issues.  

IF THE FIELDS ARE OPEN and the game is in play, playable field conditions become the discretion of the referee 

as granted to them by the Laws of the Game as published by FIFA.  

NOTE: If matches are canceled for reasons other than excessive rain, the NCYSA Executive Board has the authority to 

examine the situation, to fine, sanction and/or determine that Member Club’s ability to host future Classic matches.  

 

WHAT TO DO ON GAME DAY REGARDING INCLEMENT WEATHER: 
If a team suspects there might be a cancellation due to weather related issues, NCYSA recommends that 

teams follow the below procedure to assess if games are to be played. 

 

1. CONTACT THE HOST TEAM: Contact the opposing team’s manager or coach. This goes both 

ways whether you are the team traveling or the host team who may have the cancellation. The 

more communication, the better! 

2. As unfair as it may seem, some teams will travel and not play, but we hope to minimize that 

scenario.  Some Member Clubs may not be notified of field cancellations until close to game 

time thus it may be a last-minute cancellation.  

 

RAINED OUT MATCHES: 
If a required scheduled match is canceled, then teams should work together to decide a mutually agreed 

upon date for a reschedule. ONCE BOTH TEAMS AGREE TO A NEW DATE/TIME, follow the guidelines for 

rescheduling matches in PART 4. 

 

BEFORE THE MATCH BEGINS: 
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR GAME DAY: 
There are several items that the team, players and coach need at game time.   

Listed below are items needed for the game day: 

 

1. GAME SCORING ASSISTANT  

via QR scan on mobile device: 
It is the responsibility of the referees to check-in teams using the 

PlayMetrics Game Scoring Assistant at the field. The Coach/Team 

Manager will pull up the QR code for that match to access the 

photo rosters for that team for check-in.  
 REFEREES ARE REQUIRED TO UTILIZE THE GAME SCORING ASSISTANT FOR 

CHECKING IN TEAMS. 

IF they refuse for whatever reason to utilize the Game Scoring Assistant to 

check-in teams, it should be notated by sending an email to Colby Morton 

at classic@ncsoccer.org while still at the field if possible. Be sure to copy 

both teams and applicable club directors and notate the Game ID, game 

date/time, teams involved, and host location/complex. 

 

NOT SHOWING/ELIGIBLE ON ROSTER=NO PARTICIPATION   
o Only players who appear on the photo team roster via the game card in the Game Scoring Assistant at 

referee check-in are eligible to play.  

o IF YOU ARE NOT ON THE ROSTER ON THE GAME SCORING ASSISTANT, YOU ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO 

PLAY IN THE MATCH, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU HAVE A PLAYER PASS for that team. 

 

 

mailto:classic@ncsoccer.org
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   MATCH JERSEY KIT GUIDELINES 
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THE MATCH ITSELF 

 

REFEREES ON GAME DAY 

There will be three referees assigned to all matches, consisting of one center and two assistant 

referees.  
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          WHAT HAPPENS IF NOT ENOUGH OR NO REFEREES SHOW UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

SIDES FOR TEAMS & SPECTATORS 
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 SUBSTITUTION GUIDELINES 
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AFTER THE MATCH 
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PART 7 

MISCELLANEOUS PARTS 
 

PROMOTION AND RELEGATION GUIDELINES  

The Classic Program follows a Promotion and Relegation system to determine slots for all age groups 

U13 (after the Fall season) and up.  

NOTE: There is no Promotion or Relegation in or out of the Classic 3rd Division. 

The most current Promotion and Relegation guidelines can be found at www.ncsoccer.org. 

 

DISCIPLINE AND APPEALS 

NCYSA publishes a “Discipline and Appeals Handbook” yearly.   

This manual addresses the NCYSA Code of Conduct, NCYSA Appeals procedure, recruitment, and 

suggested discipline actions and can be downloaded from the website.   

This is located at, www.ncsoccer.org. 

All parents and team officials are presumed to be aware of the contents of this manual. 

 

PROTESTS: 

See the NCYSA D&A Handbook for guidelines when protesting a match. A classic protest will need to 

be made with the Classic Administrator.  

 

 

 

http://www.ncsoccer.org/
http://www.ncsoccer.org/
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